The air-dried powdered leaves of Isodon sculponeata (Rabdosia, Labiatae family) were extracted with 95 %methanol at room temperature. The extract was concentrated to give aresidue, which was fractionalized by silica gel column chromatography eluted with petroleum ether (PE)/ethyl acetate to yield fractions A-F. Fraction Eeluted by 20 %ethyl acetate was separated on silica gel to obtain asub-fraction (PE/ethyl acetate =10:1), which was further isolated and purified by silica gel and crystallized from methanol affording the title compound as colourless needles (m.p.
Discussion
The title compound is an atural ent-kaurane diterpenoid and shows some biological activity in treating dysentery and beriberi [1] . In order to confirm the molecular structure and conformation, the crystal structure analysis has been undertaken. The compound crystallizes with one molecule in the asymmetric unit. Geometric parameters are in the usual ranges. The double bonds are clearly identified by the distance of 1.329(4) Å between C2' and C3' and 1.204(3) Å between C1' and O3. The single bond is identified by the distance of 1.452(3) Å between C17 and O4. The d(C1'-O4) of 1.335(3) Å is less than atypical C-Osingle bond, indicating that C17-O4-O5 is an ester bond. The rings A (C1/C2/C3/C4/C5/C10), B (C5/C6/C7/C8/C9/C10) and C (C8/C9/C11/C12/C13/C14) are six-membered, while D (C8/C13/C14/C15/C16) is afive-membered ring. Rings A and B have the chair conformation, while ring C has adistorted chair conformation. 
